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G E R E I NCity ends one 

transportation 

fight, avoids 
another A2C R I M E‘Emergency scam’ 

bilked Albertans 

out of $3.5M in 

2022: police A3
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A SEEDY PART OF TOWN

A chickadee takes flight after grabbing a sunflower seed in Hawrelak Park Tuesday.  

The rest of the week offers a little relief from the bone-chilling cold. WEATHER, A9

A N NA  J U N K E R
Shelters had to deny more than 

11,000 requests for accommoda-

tion made by women and seniors 

due to capacity issues during a 

12-month period, new data from 

an organization of domestic vio-

lence shelters shows.

A new report released Wednes-

day by the Alberta Council of 

Women Shelters (ACWS) exam-

ines the state of shelters between 

April 1, 2021, and March 31.

According to the report, 11,546 

requests for admission were made 

by women and seniors who had to 

be turned away due to shelters be-

ing at physical capacity, along with 

6,241 children who would have ac-

companied them had there been 

space.Another 7,570 requests by wom-

en and seniors were turned away 

for other reasons, along with 3,336 

children who would have accom-

panied a parent into a shelter. 

An individual is turned away 

when shelter staff are either un-

able to accommodate due to ca-

pacity, because there is not enough 

staff or the shelter does not have 

the resources to meet the com-

plexity of needs.
Stagnant wages, funding, and 

frozen salaries are contributing to 

a staffing crisis and high turnover 

rates, said the report. Pressures 

due to inflation and a decline in 

donations have also made shelter 

budgets tighter.
Jan Reimer, executive director 

of ACWS, said shelters are under 

extreme strain due to chronic un-

derfunding.

Shelters turn away 11,546 

in 12 months, study finds

M AT T H EW  B L AC K

The Alberta government unveiled 

new details of its inflation relief 

program on Wednesday, including 

on targeted relief payments, price 

protections on energy and utilities 

as well as reindexing tax brackets 

and programs for low-income Al-

bertans.The plan calls for a series of leg-

islative and regulatory changes 

that were largely announced by 

Premier Danielle Smith in a tele-

vised address on Nov. 22.

“This package has been struc-

tured to give Albertans six months 

of relief so that we can evaluate 

cost of living and inflation over 

that period so that we can tailor 

our response to what Albertans 

need at that time,” Affordability 

and Utilities Minister Matt Jones 

said Wednesday.
“This package provides signif-

icant immediate relief at a time 

when Albertans need it the most.”

The government’s support plan 

includes utility rebates, electric-

ity price protection, indexation 

of personal income, suspension 

of the provincial fuel tax, and de-

livery of upcoming targeted relief 

payments to families, seniors and 

vulnerable Albertans.

The province claims it provides 

$2.8 billion in relief across three 

fiscal years, with the strong ma-

jority of the funding coming in the 

first two.Jones said the legislative and 

regulatory amendments needed 

to implement the package should 

be complete by next month.

“We intend to have the major-

ity of the supports rolling out in 

January,” he said. “We will pass 

the regulations as soon as pos-

sible so we can get this relief to 

Albertans.”Opposition Leader Rachel Not-

ley had previously described the 

package as a plan designed on the 

“back of the napkin.”

“It speaks to me of a plan that 

was very quickly rolled out,” she 

said last month, adding the ben-

efits are spread unequally among 

Albertans with youth among 

those excluded.
Many of the changes are includ-

ed in the government’s Bill 2, the 

Inflation Relief Statutes Amend-

ment Act which passed first read-

ing Wednesday.

UCP promises ‘six months of relief’

Many inflation supports to launch 

in January: affordability minister
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S w i k a r  O l i

Having a sunny disposition 

can add years to a life, new 

research shows.
Optimists lived 4.4 years 

longer on aver-

age and had a 

greater chance 

o f  r each ing 

age 90 than 

those who take a 

gloomier view of the world, 

according to a study by Har-

vard University and Boston 

University School of Medi-

cine.
Researchers gathered 

data from nearly 160,000 

women enrolled in the 

Women’s Health Initiative 

from 1993 to 1998. 

The survey fol lowed 

postmenopausal women 

from across racial and eth-

nic groups for 26 years 

— or as long as they were 

alive during that period 

— and assessed their re-

sponses to positive and 

negative statements in a 

questionnaire.
See OPTIMISM on A2
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Valerie stands in her graduation dress in front of her demolished high school in Kharkiv, Ukraine, on Monday.

FINANCIAL POST HOUSEHOLD DEBT IS TOP RISK 

TO FINANCIAL SYSTEM: BoC, FP1
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I don’t think 
anyone has seen this  before,  where every 

single patient 
has had  the tumour 

disappear.O n c O l O g i S t  

a n d r e a  c e r c e k ,  

l e a d  a u t h O r  

O f  a  S t u d y  O n  a n 

e x p e r i m e n t a l  

t r e at m e n t  

f O r  c a n c e r . 
a2

Ready for grad, in the ruins 

of her Kharkiv high school BEIJING- ALLIED GROUPS BACK BROWN 

SHE BOUGHT THE DRESS TWO DAYS 

BEFORE THE RUSSIAN INVASION 

Cheer up everybody: Optimists live longer  

C O M M E N TSpeaker at public 
venue has alleged  terror ties

PGA blocks Mickelson, 

16 more in Saudi golf feud

L ike most students in their 

final year of high school, 

Valerie was eagerly awaiting 

her graduation. She and her 

friends planned the night to perfec-

tion. They organized the decorations 

and choreographed dance routines 

for the event that was set to take 

place in their school.

And, of course, Valerie bought a 

dress. She purchased a beautiful, billowy 

red gown on Feb. 22, two days before 

Russian troops invaded Ukraine and 

five days before they bombed her 

school.On Monday, Valerie stood among 

the rubble that was once School #134 

in Kharkiv, Ukraine, a city that is just 

an hour from the Russian border. 

Kharkiv has been heavily bombed 

since the beginning of the war, leav-

ing nearly half the city destroyed, in-

cluding many schools.

Valerie’s mother Nadia and some 

of the other parents of students who 

are still in Kharkiv decided to bring 

the graduates back to their school to 

say goodbye, in a makeshift gradua-

tion event that was nothing like the 

one they had planned.

At this event, Nadia snapped a 

photo of her daughter in her red 

dress standing in front of her demol-

ished school. She shared the photo 

with Valerie’s aunt Anna, who lives in 

Toronto. Anna posted it on Facebook 

and since then it has been shared 

more than 12,000 times.

See DRESS on A11

t O m  B l a c k w e l l

After their party lost an-

other federal election last 

year, the Chinese Canadian 

Conservative Association 

made some striking com-

ments about the Tory plat-

form — and Canada’s rela-

tions with Beijing.

Spokesman Joe Li said 

the Conservative push for a 

tougher stance on China had 

alienated voters of Chinese 

descent and cost the party 

three ridings.
Li promoted a more dov-

ish approach, saying Ottawa 

started the “war” that led to 

the arbitrary detention of 

two Canadians, that China 

should “peacefully” unite 

with Taiwan and criticism of 

Beijing’s human-rights rec-

ord was counter-productive.

The association called for 

then-leader Erin O’Toole to 

step down.Eight  months  later, 

O’Toole is gone and the  

CCCA has chosen its pre-

ferred candidate to succeed 

him, endorsing Brampton, 

Ont., Mayor Patrick Brown at 

a recent news conference.

Brown says he’s just 

eager to welcome more Chi-

nese-Canadians into the 

party, and that, “of course,” 

he did not agree with the 

views Li voiced on China last 

fall, and has never discussed 

such issues with him. 

But the association is not 

the only one of his leader-

ship supporters in the com-

munity to have echoed the 

Chinese government stance 

or had close ties with Bei-

jing.
The mayor gave a lengthy 

speech last month at an 

event partly organized by 

the Confederation of Toron-

to Chinese Canadian Organ-

izations (CTCCO), a reliable 

ally of Beijing for years on 

issues ranging from Tibet 

to Hong Kong’s widely con-

demned National Security 

Law.
See BROWN on A6
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Professional golf arrived at 

a crossroads Thursday as an 

insurgent, Saudi-backed tour 

teed off on a tree-lined course 

outside London and the PGA 

Tour suspended the players 

who had defected, making it 

one of the strangest and most 

consequential days in the his-

tory of the sport.
It came on the same day the 

Canadian Open, a longtime 

fixture on the PGA Tour, teed 

off at St. George’s Golf and 

Country Club in Toronto. But 

all eyes were on the Centurion 

Club in England for the inaug-

ural tournament of LIV Golf, 

which had enticed players 

with tens of millions of guar-

anteed dollars and promised 

fans more action than trad-

itional tournaments.
See GOLF on A11

Canadian Open, A15

‘I t amazes me. It really 

amazes me. I would 

like to know what the 

City of Ottawa thinks it is do-

ing,” Josh Korn told me. 

The 70-year-old retired 

software engineer and ac-

tive member of Ottawa’s 

Jewish community is not 

alone in wanting to know 

why a man identified by 

Israeli intelligence as a 

high-ranking member of a 

notorious Palestinian ter-

rorist group was allowed 

to give a speech in a city-

owned facility last week.

The Jewish Federation 

of Ottawa, B’nai Brith Can-

ada, the Centre for Israel 

and Jewish Affairs and the 

Israeli embassy say they 

would also like to know, 

and they have been trying 

for weeks to get a straight 

answer to their questions 

about why the speaking en-

gagement was allowed to go 

ahead.
See GLAVIN on A12
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Dustin Johnson 
was also 

suspended
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‘IT’S BEEN A STRUGGLE’ 

Dion battling incurable disorder NP2

A WONDER AND JOYDel Toro shapes 

Pinocchio A8

S I N C E  1 7 7 8

F R I D A Y,  D E C E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 2

RU S S I AGriner freed  
from jail  

in swap NP1

NP

F I NA NC ECapital buffer 

for big banks 
reaches 3% on 

debt risks NP8

FP
PIERRE OBENDRAUF

INSPIRING YOUNG FANS

Maverick Sévigny, 6, exchanges greetings with Canadiens captain Nick Suzuki,  

who was joined by Jordan Harris and Jonathan Drouin during a visit to the Montreal 

Children’s Hospital yesterday, the team’s first since 2019 because of the pandemic. 

H A N E SMany more 
species near 

extinction A3
X M A S  F U N D

Sarah rebuilds 

her life after 
fleeing abusive 

husband A4

N E W S

In a captivating new documenta-

ry on his commitment to myriad 

causes, Irwin Cotler credits some 

words of wisdom from his par-

ents for putting him on his life-

long path to fight for the rights 

of those wrongly accused and 

imprisoned around the world.

“My father taught me as a 

young boy that the pursuit of 

justice is equal to all the other 

commandments combined. My 

mother would say to me, ‘If you 

want to pursue justice, you have 

to feel the injustice.’ ” 

Cotler took heed. 

Cotler’s many 
fights for human rights 

detailed in doc
B I L L  B ROW N ST E I N

S E E  B R O W N S T E I N  O N  A2

PH I L I P  AU T H I E R

Q U E B E C  Following up on those 

pre-Christmas cheques for mil-

lions of Quebecers, the Legault 

government now is coming to the 

aid of seniors struggling with the 

cost of living.
But the government is warning 

the days of Quebec’s record eco-

nomic growth are coming to an end 

as the full effects of a worldwide 

slowdown take hold. To that end 

and “as a precaution,” Quebec has 

developed an alternative scenario 

in which the province’s economy 

would enter a recession.

The scenario includes an 

$8-billion contingency fund “for 

economic risks” and to offset the 

downturn.Tabling his fall economic up-

date Thursday, Finance Minister 

Eric Girard confirmed previously 

announced plans to increase the 

maximum amount of the refund-

able senior assistance tax credit 

from $411 a year to $2,000.

The measure applies to seniors 

70 and older who already receive 

this tax credit as well as adding 

more to the list of eligible recipi-

ents, Girard said. The news means 

an additional 398,500 seniors will 

have access to the credit for a total 

of 1.1 million seniors.

A key election promise of the Co-

alition Avenir Québec, the money 

is the final phase of the party’s so-

called anti-inflation shield. A to-

tal of 65 per cent of the assistance 

will go to seniors with an annual 

income of less than $25,000. The 

measure will cost Quebec a total 

of $8 billion.
If you add all the previous mea-

sures announced for the year 2022, 

the total relief for eligible seniors 

living alone will be $3,100. For a 

couple, the amount is $2,200.

“The significant increase in the 

cost of living is impacting the lives 

of Quebecers, particularly seniors 

and low-income individuals,”  

Girard said while releasing Que-

bec’s new financial forecast for 

2022.“The government has chosen to 

help them quickly by protecting 

their purchasing power using the 

anti-inflation shield. This strong 

measure, combined with adequate 

funding for the government’s main 

missions and a prudent and dis-

ciplined financial framework, has 

positioned us well to face the eco-

nomic uncertainty that is plaguing 

Quebec and the global economy.”

But one day before the National 

Assembly recesses for Christmas, 

Girard’s update confirmed what he 

has been saying for weeks: Que-

bec’s economy is slowing down.

“The economic outlook for Que-

bec and Canada has deteriorated,” 

the update states.

Quebec boosts assistance 

for low-income seniors

Province is preparing for potential 

recession next year, Girard warns
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Profusion immobilier Inc. Real estate agency
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